William Forest Rose
March 27, 1938 - October 14, 2016

William Forest (Billy) Rose, 78, died Friday, October 14, 2016, from
complications of Parkinson's disease. He is survived by his wife of 55 years,
Jerlene Bellamy Rose, of Clay City; a daughter, Leigh Michele Rose of Berea;
two brothers, Jerry Rose and Jackie (Elouise) Rose; a nephew, Barry L.
(Debbie) Rose, and great-nephew, Kelby Rose, all of Clay City; and two step-
grandchildren, Marisa and Garrett Broadnax, Columbia, SC.

Besides his parents, Margaret (Newkirk) and Forest Livingston Rose, he was
preceded in death by a nephew, Scott Rose, and sister-in-law, Jewell Rose.
Billy was born March 27, 1938, at his grandmother Pearl Newkirk's home in
Stanton, KY, but was a lifelong resident of Clay City where he was active in
community affairs. He was a graduate of Powell County High School, received
his Bachelor of Science degree from University of Kentucky (1961) and
Master’s Degree in Education from Eastern Kentucky University.

He was a retired educator with 48 years of service with the Powell County
Board of Education. He served as a teacher at Stanton and Clay City
Elementary schools, and Powell County High School; principal at Clay City
Elementary, Powell County High School, and at Powell County Middle School.
He also served as Director of Federal Programs and interim Superintendent.
He was named Outstanding Young Educator by the Powell County Jaycees
early in his career.

After 35 years with the Powell County School system, he retired, but was
asked to design a drop-out prevention program. He designed an Alternative



Education program that was touted as a model statewide, and served another
13 years as director and principal of the program.

Wanting a community that was safe and a good place to live and raise a
family, he backed it up with service. He served eight years as Clay City's
volunteer clerk/treasurer. He helped organize the Clay City Volunteer Fire
Department and was a firefighter for many years. He was a member of the
Clay City Lions Club for over 50 years; a member of the Powell County
Sportsman's Club, Pioneer Archery Club, Red River Historical Society, Powell
County Retired Teachers Association, and the Clay City United Methodist
Church. His community service included membership in the Powell County
P.R.I.D.E Committee, Powell County Boy Scout Council, Madison County Civil
War Roundtable, Powell County Kiwanis Club, Powell County 4-H Council,
and Powell County Agriculture Board Advisory Council. He was a member of
the Clay City Recreation Board and Powell County Industrial Development
Authority.

Billy loved sports. He was assistant coach of the Powell County High Baseball
Pirates. He helped organize Powell County Little League and coached a Clay
City team. He also played on a men's team, and helped organize the semi-pro
Central Kentucky League. Jerlene joked that they had to plan their wedding
around the baseball schedule. They really did. They married on a Sunday
afternoon, August 20, 1961, at Stanton Christian Church.

He loved movies and from the time he was in grade school, he went every
time the door was open. The Clay City movie house was in an old wood
building with a potbellied stove in the center. The seats were tall in the back
and short in the front, so depending on where you sat, your feet either
dangled or your chin was on your knees.

As teens, he and his brother Jerry put a floor in their parents’ attic and turned
it into an upstairs play room. They had shuffleboard on the floor and one end
had a huge table with tracks to run Billy's Lionel trains. He and friend Hunter
Irvine built a tree house. Billy saw a drilling rig and, using scrap metals from
his dad's garage, built a large one. He was trying it out behind the old Mountz



bus stop restaurant building and drilled through a water line.

Growing up in Clay City, Billy and his buddies (Lloyd and Bill Cress, Larry
Meadows, Arthur Pelfrey, Ralph Patrick, Shirley Briscoe, Jim Potts, Junior
Disponette, to name a few) were members of Clay City Boy Scout Troop 96,
with John Pelfrey or Edsel Mountz as Scoutmasters. They hiked many miles
and marched in countless parades, including the January 1955 inaugural
parade for Gov. Happy Chandler in Frankfort. Billy later became Scoutmaster.
He and Jerlene were well chaperoned on their dates, as they always had a
carload of little boys with them, either Little Leaguers or Boy Scouts, taking
them on outings — roller skating at Bethel, swimming in Indian Creek in the
Red River Gorge, the drive-in theater, and to the Kentucky State Fair.

His first job for the Board of Education was as his father's assistant bus
mechanic. Billy spent a lot of time that summer running to Winchester or Mt.
Sterling for parts, a dream job for a kid with a new driver's license. Billy also
worked with his dad in his garage. He and his dad went on many a trip to
outlying farms to work on tractors and farm machinery. Another and perhaps a
more "fun" job was running the bath house at the pool at Natural Bridge State
Park, where he and his co-workers nearly got in trouble for renting swimsuits
people had left behind, a practice that was forbidden by the Park.

Fresh out of high school, he and his brother Jerry bought the Ashland service
station on Hwy 15 in Clay City; that helped finance his college education. It
was a true "service" station, where Billy and Jerry pumped the gas for you,
checked your oil, washed your windshield and if necessary, fixed your flat tire.
Billy enjoyed telling stories of the local characters who hung out at the station,
playing cards and jokes on each other.

Billy's first teaching job was as science teacher at Stanton Elementary. His
first Principal's position was at Clay City Elementary, where he had begun his
own education in first grade with his grandmother Pearl Newkirk as his
teacher. The Clay City school building was completed in 1941 through the
WPA (Works Progress Administration). By the early 1960s the building was in



bad shape. He said when it rained, the cooks wore galoshes in the water-
logged basement kitchen. And the maintenance man took some extraordinary
measures to keep the old furnace boiler going to take the chill off in winter. Air
conditioning in the old three-story building meant "open the windows." Toilets
were at the end of a path out back.

When a new Middle School was to be built, Billy worked with the architects
and teachers to determine the best layout for the building while
accommodating the teachers' needs. Throughout his career, Billy was
supportive of his teachers, a fair but firm employer and principal, and first and
foremost, treated everyone with respect, teachers, parents, and especially the
students. In turn, he was loved and respected by his fellow educators and his
students, even the ones he had to paddle.

He ran a tight ship. Students did not run in the halls; they walked quietly from
class to class, and were quiet and respectful of speakers during assembly
programs. The common practice in those days was to have local pastors have
a monthly program. At one such program at the Middle School, a pastor
known for his "fire and brimstone" preaching style was due to speak, and
Principal Rose warned the students of the "no talking" rule during assembly.
Monitoring the program, Billy saw one little boy sitting way up in the bleachers
with his mouth in constant motion. As the students filed out of the gym past
him, he grabbed him by the collar and said, "In my office." When he met the
young man in his office, he said, "What did | tell you about not talking during
the program?" The boy said, "Oh, Mr. Rose, | wasn't talking, | was praying." To
which Billy replied, "Well, you weren't praying hard enough. Bend over."

Billy helped so many students graduate who would not have without the extra
help provided by the Alternative Education program. Despite his strict, no-
nonsense rules, he showed kindness and compassion when needed. One
young man had a family emergency and missed several days. He came back
to school without a re-entry pass and was turned away by another
administrator who was unaware of the situation. Billy saw him leaving the
building and asked where he was going. He was "dropping out," he said. Billy



said, "No, you are not. Go to class. I'll take care of it." The boy stayed in
school and graduated.

Another student had a habit of staying in bed after his mother left for work.
Billy took his Student Counselor with him, went to his house and yanked him
out of bed and said, "Get dressed. You're going to school." More than a few
times he picked up kids or took them home in order to keep them in school
when the parents either couldn't or wouldn't. He found clothes and shoes and
coats for kids who didn't have them. Sometimes, he and the teachers would
chip in and buy what was needed.

The lives he touched in a positive way are countless. In the last few years
after he retired, every time he and Jerlene went anywhere -- to a ball game, or
out to eat, one of his former students would come by and say, “Do you
remember me, Mr. Rose?" He remembered them all. One young fellow who
had been a frequent visitor to the office asked, “Do you remember me?” and
Billy said with a grin, “I'm not sure. Turn around and bend over.” All those
former students who came by would say “Thank you" and tell him how much
they appreciated his help while they were in school. Frequently, they would
add, "You straightened me out. | turned out OK." And that was his goal -- to
have his kids turn out OK.

Visitation: 6:00 PM Wednesday, Oct. 19, at Powell County Middle School gym
and Thursday, from 11:00 AM till time of service. Funeral service 1:00 PM
Thursday, Oct. 20, at the Powell County Middle School gym, with Pastor Kim
Rose officiating. Pallbearers are Barry Rose, Bill Cress, Tim Abner, Kenny
Rice, Steve Hale, Glen Creech, Larry Meadows, and Beazel Hall. Honorary
bearers: Lloyd Cress, Hunter Irvine, Bill Spencer, Cebert Gilbert, John
Townsend, Goat Rice, members of the Clay City Lions Club and Clay City Boy
Scouts.

Memorial gifts are suggested to the Red River Historical Society Museum, PO
Box 517, Clay City KY 40312; Clay City Lions Club, PO Box 725, Clay City KY
40312; PCHS Alumni Scholarship Fund, PO Box 1469, Stanton KY 40380, or
Clay City United Methodist Church, PO Box 378, Clay City, KY 40312. Davis &



Davis Funeral Home, Stanton, is in charge of arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Clay City-Eaton Cemetery

Clay City, KY 40312

Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 19. 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM (ET)

Powell County Middle School
770 West College Avenue
Stanton, KY 40380

Funeral Service

OCT 20. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Powell County Middle School
770 West College Avenue
Stanton, KY 40380



Tribute Wall

Jerlene, it is sad to see that Billy has passed even though | knew his
health had been poor for a long time.

My own health problems kept me from attending the services. The
times that he and | shared from 1965 until | moved in '69 where
some of the best of my life and also the funniest. We've laughed
many times until we cried. | will always cherish those memories. |
hope you and Michelle can quickly adjust to life without him and find
contentment. Love, Bob McCormick

Bob McCormick - October 26, 2016 at 05:08 PM

| remember when | was in the alternative school he always talked to
me asked about my great grandma and just made me feel like |
was. Someone. My heart goes out to jerlene and their family

Michael buckner - October 24, 2016 at 09:34 PM

Barbara Minix lit a candle in memory of !

William Forest Rose

Barbara Minix - October 23, 2016 at 07:27 AM

Billy rose. Was my cousin | live in Michigan I'm also a cousin to his wife
| hated to hear this Olivia Phillips my name before | married gay Howell

gay howell - November 06, 2016 at 11:28 AM



In the summer of 1990, Mr. Rose took a ]
chance on a young teacher at Powell County

Middle School. | was blessed to have Mr. |
Rose as a leader and mentor. As | have been “
in educational leadership, he has always

been my model. His sense of humor and professional demeanor are
still inspiring. He was very knowledgeable and always concerned
about what was best for students. My family and | were blessed to
be able to go and visit Mr. Rose and Jerlene back in 2007. His
legacy will be around for a long time. Billy Rose is one of the people
who made people better by his influence. Powell County will miss
him but Powell County was definitely blessed to have such a great
man supporting its students all those years.

-Kevin Duff
Kevin Duff - October 21, 2016 at 09:42 PM
Bill was Scout Master & Coach for my brother & me. He nicknamed
us Yogi & Boo Boo. My brother is stilled called Yogi by a lot of
people. Boo Boo didn't stick as much with me (thank goodness). So
glad he was a part of my life. My deepest condolences to the family!
Wade Rogers - October 21, 2016 at 08:05 PM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of William Forest Rose.

October 20, 2016 at 12:11 PM


https://www.davisanddavisfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.davisanddavisfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

3 files added to the album LifeTributes

Wells Funeral Home - October 19, 2016 at 09:53 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of William Forest Rose.

October 18, 2016 at 01:54 PM

Sherry Meadows Mitchell lit a candle in
memory of William Forest Rose

; |

Sherry Meadows Mitchell - October 18, 2016 at 11:43 AM

Patricia Rose BaShaw lit a candle in memory
of William Forest Rose

Patricia Rose BaShaw - October 17, 2016 at 08:20 PM


https://www.davisanddavisfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.davisanddavisfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Bill was my scoutmaster at Boy Scout Troop 96 and he instilled
values in me that served me well my whole life.

Robert McQueen

bob mcqgeen - October 17, 2016 at 06:15 PM

192 files added to the album LifeTributes

Wells Funeral Home - October 17, 2016 at 02:13 PM

| wasnt as lucky to know you as long as some. But | am grateful that |
got to know you, even though your time with us was too short. You are
one man | will never forget. You will always have a place in my heart.
Love and Condolences to your family.

Love

Tessa

Tessa Eversole - October 17, 2016 at 02:43 PM



My deepest heartfelt sympathy goes out to you Jerlene & your
family. This county has lost a great icon to this community! | guess
one of the best memories | have of Mr. Rose, besides being the
bashful student | was when he was my principal, is when he & my
daddy spearheaded the Clay City Volunteer Fire Department. | will
always remember the stories of how Billy & my daddy fought forest
fires unrelentlessly without the modern equipment of today & when
the fires were out, they were stuck up in the woods for hours trying
to find their way out! They had no radios or flashlights or anything of
that sort, so were all of a sudden just left out in the dark rambling to
find their way to a safe spot. They never gave up one time though,
they went out on every single call. That's what | call a dedicated
man to his community, & he certainly was in many more ways than
this! We need more men like Mr. Rose. | have too many fond
memories to post on this page. Hugs, love & prayers for this
wonderful family. You are in my thoughts and prayers.

Rhonda Allen Barnett - October 17, 2016 at 01:34 PM

Jeff Mcintosh lit a candle in memory of
William Forest Rose

1
jeff mcintosh - October 17, 2016 at 08:58 AM

Mildred Faulkner Schiffer lit a candle in ]

memory of William Forest Rose

Mildred Faulkner Schiffer - October 16, 2016 at 10:02 PM



The County will miss Mr. Rose in their School System. My thoughts
and prayers are with his family.

Mildred Faulkner Schiffer - October 16, 2016 at 10:05 PM

Treva Watson Hensley lit a candle in memory ]
of William Forest Rose

AN

Treva Watson Hensley - October 16, 2016 at 08:58 PM

When | got Jerlene to give me the extra set of keys to the old truck
at the new Middle school. We moved it on April Fools Day and he
blamed the cooks because they were laughing at him! He kept
looking for the truck! Most of the teachers were to afraid to prank
him, but he really did have a sense of humor!!

Rhonda Muse - October 16, 2016 at 06:29 PM

Steven Bowen lit a candle in memory of !

William Forest Rose

Steven Bowen - October 16, 2016 at 04:14 PM



I'll miss u billy. Remember our joke...polly-
gammy...

Love

General Patton

Vanessa E. Patton - October 16, 2016 at 12:22 AM

QJames
Back James Back lit a candle in memory of William

Forest Rose

W

James Back - October 15, 2016 at 11:51 PM

Irene Benningfield lit a candle in memory of \
William Forest Rose

‘ |

Irene Benningfield - October 15, 2016 at 01:23 PM

Thoughts and prayers..

Ruby taylor maloney - October 15, 2016 at 08:47 AM



Hunter and Mitsu Irvine purchased the Heavenly
Sentiments Spray for the family of William Forest
Rose.

Hunter and Mitsu Irvine - October 15, 2016 at 12:25 AM

Larry J. Meadows lit a candle in memory of
William Forest Rose

Larry J. Meadows - October 15, 2016 at 12:16 AM

Thoughts and prayers.
Larry J Meadows

Larry J. Meadows - October 15, 2016 at 12:17 AM

Rhonda Allen Barnett lit a candle in memory
of William Forest Rose

Rhonda Allen Barnett - October 15, 2016 at 12:11 AM



https://www.davisanddavisfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1394&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.davisanddavisfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1394&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.davisanddavisfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1394&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

I"m so sorry! Prayers for you.

Herb Devary - October 14, 2016 at 10:46 PM

Mr. Rose was one of the finest people | ever
worked for & with. Prayers & thoughts for the
family!

Patty Billings - October 14, 2016 at 10:30 PM

Wendy Forbes lit a candle in memory of
William Forest Rose

Wendy Forbes - October 14, 2016 at 08:55 PM

Billy was a good man

Dianah Townsend - October 14, 2016 at 08:33 PM



Billy was a good man ’

Dianah Townsend - October 14, 2016 at 08:31 PM

Share a memory of William Forest Rose or '
send condolences to the family.

Cathy Ritchie - October 14, 2016 at 08:17 PM

Jenny Patrisk lit a candle in memory of L
William Forest Rose

jenny Patrisk - October 14, 2016 at 07:40 PM

Sherrie Fugate lit a candle in memory of L
William Forest Rose

Sherrie Fugate - October 14, 2016 at 07:06 PM



Donetta Patton Horn lit a candle in memory of
William Forest Rose

Donetta Patton Horn - October 14, 2016 at 06:15 PM

I am sorry for your loss.My sympathies and
prayers to Leigh and family. God Bless

Gregg Spurlock - October 14, 2016 at 05:54 PM




